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by Goldman emphasize the value of a small
group of experts handling large numbers of
malignant melanoma, and good 51-year sur-
vival data arereported from this group. Limb
perfusion would appear to be less advan-
tageous for the patient than could be hoped,
and post-surgical adjuvant therapy and
chemotherapy are discussed, and the current
disappointing results of chemotherapy em-
phasized. The highlight of this part of the
book, however, is an excellent chapter on the
immunology and immunotherapy of human
cutaneous malignant melanoma by Mastran-
gelo, Bellet and Berd. This chapter is an
excellent critical account of our current
understanding of the immunology of malig-
nant melanoma, and includes a first-class
critique of the technique of lymphocyte-
mediated cytotoxicity and the variables
which may influence the results in labora-
tories using this technique. Radiotherapy is
dealt withbriefly, and there is aplea for more
studies on the basic radiation biology of the
melanocyte.
In the third sectionmalignant melanoma of
the conjunctiva is dealt with relatively briefly, but thepoint is made that the 3 types of malignant melanoma recognized by Clark
inskin(viz.,lentigomalignamelanoma, super- ficial spreading melanoma and nodular
melanoma) are all found on the conjunctiva.
Malignant melanoma of the uveal tract is
discussed more fully, and it is interesting to
note that the ophtbalmologists have a diag-
nostic test which gives them 96% accuracy in the diagnosis ofmalignant tumours of the
eye. This is the measurement of the uptake of 32p, and if this statement is correct it is
surprising that thetechnique is not used more
widely by ophthalmologists. It is interesting that cell type in uveal-tract melanomas is
such an important prognostic factor, in con-
trast to its apparent lack ofprognostic value
in malignant melanomas of the skin. One
wonders whether the spindle-cell tumours,
particularly spindle-cell A with a 95% 5-year survival, is not perhaps a variant of benign
naevus and a form ofSpitz-cell tumour ofthe
uveal tract.
All in all, this is a book which can be
thoroughly recommended to workers in the
field of malignant melanoma. It is a book
which will be ofmost value to individuals who
already have some knowledge of melanoma
rather than the newcomer to the field. Prin-
ter's errors are relatively common but
detract little from the general value of the
book.
R. M. MAcKIE
Paraneoplasia: Biological Signals in the
Diagnosis of Cancer. J. G. WALDEN-
STR6M (1978). John Wiley & Sons. 173 pp.
E14.00.
It is good to see a clinical review on the
subject of Paraneoplastic Syndromes. The
subject is generally multidisciplinary, and
hence reviews and articles tend to be written
by biochemists and biologists who are not
often in contact with patients with the
syndromes under discussion.
Professor Waldenstrbm has presented us
with his own personal account ofthe subject,
and gives us the benefit of a wide and varied
clinical experience tempered by his extensive
knowledge ofbiochemistry.
The book has been divided into two parts:
Part I entitled "Signals from Organ Systems
indicating the presence of Neoplasia", with
6 chapters each dealing with a single organ,
and Part 2 entitled "General signals and
scientific substances indicating Neoplasia"
with 5 chapters outlining the "non-specific"
vmptoms of cancer, "Specific" biochemical
abnormalities, tumours that produce "euto-
pic" products and tumours that are asso-
ciated with "ectopic" hormone production.
On the whole this layout works well, since
we are not confined to the well-recognized syndromes such as tumour-associated Cush-
ing's syndrome, but we are also told about
many other much less "specific" tumour-
associated syndromes such as clotting abnor-
malities that commonly present problems to
the clinician managing patients with cancer.
There are weaknesses in some of the chap-
ters, especially those dealing with syndromes
associated with "ectopic hormones". Al-
though thedevelopment ofthe radioimmuno-
assay in the early 1960s did much to help us
with treatment and monitoring of some
tumours, such as those secreting antidiuretic
hormone, a good deal of confusion has
resultedfrom theapplicationofradioimmuno-
assays to measuring the small amounts of
circulating peptides associated with cancer.
Thus, much of the recent work on ectopic parathyroid hormone, calcitonin, growth hormone, insulin and chorionicgonadotrophin subunits is now being re-evaluated, more(I60 J300K REVIEWS
specific inethods for ineasui-iiig circulating
peptides are being perfected, and hopefullv
neAN, information -AAill sooti be available.
There are useful chapters on abnormalities
of skin and of the central nervous system,
that describe the clinical pictures seen in
various tumours associated with these enti-
ties, but the chaptei- on "skeleton and ossi-
fication" could have beeii more detailed con-
sidering the great interest in this, subject ovei-
the past decade.
Finally, there is an extremely useful refer-
ence list, including the more important pub-
lications.
This book is a well-presented, easily read
iiionograpli that sliould be useful to all
clinicians who deal with cancei- patients.
Hopefully experimental biologists atid bio-
chemists NA-ill make use of it, since the chap-
ters pose, for the scientist, manv fascinating
clinical questions that demand an answer.
R.C.COOMBES
Progress in Clinical and Biological
Research: Vol. 25. Recent Advances
in Clinical Oncology. Eds. T. A. HAZRA
and M. C. BEACHLEY (1978). New Yorl,,:
Alan R. Liss. 180 pp. $16.00.
This book is a collection of the papers
pi-esented at a conference in Williamsburg
in February and Marcli 1977.
The contributors are all well known in the
field of oncology.
Four different subjects were covered. The
first group ofpapers dealt withnon-Hodgkin's
lymphoma. The paper on the pathology sum-
inarizes the present classification of these
tumours. The next paper, on the diagnosis
and clinical manifestations, covers all the
possible -ways in which this group of tumours
may be seen, and lists the procedures AN-Iiich
need to be adopted for diagnosis and staging. The place of staging laparotomy is discussed
in the next paper, and is summarized well
in the final sentence :"Staging laparotomv
lias a liighly selected but infrequent place in
the management of the patient -vOth non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma." Then there are 2
chapters on the treatment of this lymplioma,
summarizing the 2 authors' experience with chemotherapy andradiotherapy. Finally in this section is a description ofthe condition
in children, the NN-ay it differs from non-
Hodgkin's lyinphoma in adults, and the
iiiiproved sui-vival ANrhicii lias been acIiieved
With intensive cliemothei-apy.
The second group of papers deals with
cranial tumouns, mainly in cliildren, and
includes the role of radiotlierapy in aciite
lymphoblastic leukaemia. Tiie first of the 3
papers in this section revieNN-s the use of the
CT Scannei- in diagnosing brain tumours in
ciiildren. The second paper concerns the radio-
therapy and cliemotherapy of some brain
tumours in ciiildren and adults. The final
paper revie-ws the radiation treatment used
as propliylaxis for CNS disease in acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia, and rightly ends by
stressing the need for further improvements
in the management ofthis disease, deApite the
great improvements already achieved.
The third group of papers relates to genito-
urinary tumours, picking out some aspects, of'
the management of this group of tumours.
The value of radiation therapy in carcinoma
oftheprostate is assessed and futureprosspects
discussed. The next papei- reviews the pi-o-
gress that has been made in the ti-eatment of
testicular tumours -%vith cliemotherapy, but
mention is also made of the use of this
modality in other urogenital tumours. The
third paper in this group describes the coin-
bined radiotlierapy and surgical approacb to
themanagementofT3 tumours ofthebladder.
The fourth group is entitled "Pliysics in
Radiation Oncology" and the first paper
usefully describes the use of the computei- in
radiationtherapy. The second paper describes
the problem of mycosis fungoides and its
clinical features and management, leading
appropriately to the last paper about tiie
physical aspects of electron beam therapy in
As application to the treatment of mycosis
fungoides.
This is an interesting group of papers oii a
variety ofsubjects, but seems expensive for a
collection of papers many ofwhich liave beeii
published else-where.
T). PEARSON
Fundamentals of Cancer Chemotherapy.
M. D. CRINDLAND (1979). Lancs: MTP
Press. pp. 115. Y,7.95.
This short and mucli abbreviated book on
Cancer Chemoti-ierapy is directed at practi-
tioners unfamiliar witli the management of
malignant disease b druy treatment, and at
medical students. The clipped precise stvle
ofthe author may not appeal to everyreader,
and the condensed stvle of the book leads to